Abstract Of The Disclosure 
A method for monitoring control units in a network is described, each control unit including a 
security function for detecting errors, a monitoring routine being assigned to each error and a 
plurality of monitoring routines being available, a shutdown matrix which is subdivided 

5 according to errors being assigned to the security function, at least one of the monitoring 
routines being selected from the plurality of monitoring routines according to the errors 
present in the shutdown matrix, depending on at least one first condition, the shutdown 
matrix containing various shutdown strategies, and on detection of at least one error by the 
monitoring routine, one of the shutdown strategies is carried out in the network, depending on 
10 at least the first condition and/or at least one second condition, at least one control unit in the 

Q network being shut down. 
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